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What do we do?  In a Nutshell.... 
• First year medical laboratory science students undertake 
a group e-poster project, based on a blended learning 
model 
• Google Drive, encompassing Google’s cloud computing 
software, provides a readily accessible, transparent 
online space for students to collaborate with each other 
and realise tangible outcomes from their learning  
• The Cube provides an inspiring  
digital learning display space for  
student ‘conference style’ 
presentations involving their e-poster  
and oral presentations 
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More on this work: 
HERDSA conference July 2015 HERN symposium November 2015 
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• Objectives of this learning initiative 
• Blended learning model 
• The digital learning  process  
• Examples from student groups 
• Benefits and challenges for staff and 
students 
• Student feedback   
• Scalability 
• High tech presentation in the Cube 
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Objectives 
 • To digitally enable the development of collaborative and 
communication skills to augment face-to-face learning  
• To exploit cloud technologies, using Google Drive as the 
platform,  to allow students to experience the reality of 
distributed workplaces incorporating both flexibility and 
‘real’ time responsiveness 
• To provide an online environment for creation of a team 
product outcome – an e-poster 
• To develop a transparent  group work platform that 
enables support and moderation by staff  
• To allow students to experience a ‘high tech’ digital 
presentation environment as audience, presenters and 
assessors 
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Why? Towards a New Future.... 
• Starting to prepare students for life and work  
• To accommodate the reality of our contemporary student 
– it’s a matter of choice 
• The initiative supports QUT's mission: 
     “to work towards a new “digital future” and 
      incorporate technology-driven reconceptualisations 
      of our notions of  place, space and time...”  
      (QUT Blueprint) 
 
CRICOS No. 00213J a university for the world real 
R 
Week 4 
Tutorials 
Week  6 
Tutorials 
Week 7  
Tutorials 
Week 9  Week 11  Week 12 Week 13 
Information Literacy 
& Making sense of 
scientific writing – 
Poster ‘Search 
Strategy’ 
introduced 
 All things Posters! 
Topic allocation, 
effective posters, 
working in groups, 
& team planning  
Search Strategy 
session – support 
and assistance. 
Group search 
strategy to be 
submitted 
Poster groups 
allocated for 
AM and PM 
poster 
sessions 
Peer 
assessment 
tutorial 
& Oral 
presentation 
skills tutorial  
Topic  
mentoring 
session & 
group work 
time 
Abstract  
(as a MSWord doc) 
&  
Poster 
(as an Image or 
PDF file) due to UC 
by email Thurs 4 
pm 
Library drop 
in help 
session 
V401 
3-5 pm 
Poster sessions 
Monday  
(AM & PM)  
Peer & staff 
assessment  
 
E-Poster Process – Learning Opportunities 
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The Digital Learning Process - Workflow 
 Google Docs 
• Google Drive Use & Etiquette 
• Group Work Plans & 
Agreements 
• Group Roles & Task Allocations 
• Meetings - Agendas & Minutes 
• Progress Chart 
• Research and Feedback 
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What do the students need? 
• To access Google Docs – they require a Google account 
– if they have Gmail they have an account 
• A device - tablet, laptop etc 
• Internet connectivity 
 
• Overall – using the cloud software is inexpensive and 
convenient   
• In this application the final product is an e-poster – no 
costs to students for poster printing and they can edit 
until the final poster electronic submission   
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Student  Engagement 
• Students are able to work on the same document or presentation 
and can bring the e-poster to fruition by collaborating solely online in 
the Google Drive SPACE, each working from their own PLACE at 
any given TIME  
• In face-to-face meetings, students are able to reflect on their 
contributions to the project in the digital space and continue to work 
synchronously on the same document on their individual devices  
• Students  make good use of provided QUT collaborative spaces to 
work as a team, on the same document or slide, viewing the work on 
a central COW (Computer on Wheels) 
– They collaborate by contributing information, editing and/or 
providing feedback from their individual devices in the same 
physical space in real time 
• Students prefer a model of teamwork incorporating both online and 
face-to-face modalities  
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Examples of Student work 
in Google Docs and Slides 
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Benefits and Challenges of Collaborative 
Learning using Google Drive 
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Benefits and Challenges of Collaborative 
Learning using Google Drive 
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What do the students say? Feedback 
from a Likert scale survey 
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What do the students say? Feedback 
from a Likert scale survey 
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What do the Students say? Qualitative 
feedback 
• The online space is a good support but not a 
replacement for face to face collaboration   
• Like the online flexibility of own TIME and PLACE 
• Useful for sharing research, poster progress and 
communication 
• Preferred Google Drive to Facebook as a creative space 
• Facebook preferred for communication and notification 
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Outcomes 
• ‘New’ cloud-based technologies and the reality of online, distributed 
workplaces incorporating both flexibility and ‘real’ time 
responsiveness are experienced. This supports QUT’s commitment 
to ‘real world’ learning (QUT Blueprint) 
• Students constructively and professionally engage in team dialogue 
and learn to focus on the team task 
• Responsibility and accountability for individual and teamwork are 
promoted by the visibility of all contributions  
• Resilience is built as students take ownership and manage group 
work, and navigate the uncertainties and complexities of group 
dynamics in an ‘open’ forum 
• Individual contributions to team work can be monitored via 
contributions – and comments, revision history 
– Students are satisfied that there is a vehicle for recognising 
uneven work contributions 
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Scalability– the Cloud’s the limit! 
• Can be used for any number of groups and of any group 
size  
– How much control do you want? 
• This application uses Google Docs and Slides, however, 
Google Drive allows for extended functional scalability – 
spreadsheets, drawing... 
• Transferable across disciplines and all educational levels  
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Viewing, Assessing and  Presenting 
 in the Cube 
• It has the WOW factor! - Students love it 
• All posters are around the base of the Cube and for 
presentations each poster is amplified in the top screen 
• Space to view and assess 
• Allows for scrolling of posters at the top as the sessions 
progress 
• Helpful, obliging IT and AV   
support for this initiative 
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Thank you 
Now – Please come to the Cube to take a look 
